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Britain was the first country to organize sport as a national activity.
In the second half of the nineteenth century, it organized and exported a
number of games, notably football (soccer), rugby, hockey, lawn tennis,
golf and cricket. The initial purpose behind organized sport was to
provide activities for students at public schools. Such sport was generally
believed to have character-building qualities for future leaders. But it was

(1)
not long before local businessmen began to organize football and other

sports as recreational activities for employees. Football clubs quickly

appeared in towns and cities all over Britain, and football soon became a
part of working-class culture. The Saturday afternoon match was an
occasion which working-class men would attend, supporting their local
team.

By the 1970s, however, the character of football had clearly changed.
One primary reason was financial. As other European countries began to
surpass Britain in football, match attendance in Britain started to decline.

The decrease in the number of spectators led club managers to make the
(2)

games less occasions for local support and more displays of spectacular

skill. The clubs were forced to seek sponsorship from businesses and
begin advertising. They soon started buying and selling players for large

sums of money. While in the 1960s most football heroes remained in their
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'ﬁommunities, from the 1970s, many football stars — now earning
high salaries — moved into expensive suburbs. Because most
mbers of the teams were no longer genuinely local people, supporters
o ame primarily consumers, with no involvement in the clubs. By the

{)80s, the growing gap between supporters and clubs had led to violence,

with some supporters showing their loyalty by invading playing fields and

~ taking control of surrounding streets.

Over the last twenty years, football in Britain has changed almost
(3)

beyond recognition from the game that was first played in the nineteenth

century. Clubs are now primarily run as businesses, selling the rights to
have their games televised and trading players for ever greater sums of
money. Famous players such as David Beckham earn as much money as
movie and pop stars. British football has also become a more
international game, with many teams being represented by players from
other European countries, and even from Africa and Japan. But whatever
changes have occurred, one thing remains constant: many British children

dream of playing one day for their local side.
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